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Our mission as Anishinaabe people is to deliver unified early childhood systems to ensure children attain and maintain mino-bimaadiziwin through family engagement and community support.
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From planning to building capacity
) (
Top 3 Priorities
Family Engagement
(
parent
 skills, education, involvement)
School System Issues
(
tutoring
, funding, Native history, culture, access to services)
Community Safety Issues 
(
access
 to services/age appropriate activities, ATOD prevention/recovery support for families, trust/reliability in public services
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In 2012, all 12 Tribes in Michigan and the American Indian Health & Family Services of Detroit started planning for the Honoring Our Children Initiative with support from the 
WKKellogg
 Foundation and Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan. Tribal leaders, staff, and citizens, including children were asked about their vision for a healthy happy Anishinaabe child age 0-8. 
To find out where there might be community consensus and priority across all of the Tribes, people were then asked about the barriers facing their young children (0-8) in health, education, and community safety. 
Nearly 
600 surveys, 46 focus groups, 24 interviews, and/or other existing data captured peoples
’ responses.
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It is our vision as Anishinaabe people of the Great Lakes region to 
see confident children rooted in love embracing mino-bimaadiziwin
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Of the three sectors
, 49% (over 2700) made reference to our children’s education, 31% (nearly 1700 references) were made to children’s health, and 20% (over 1100) of the references were about community safety.
Parent needs & involvement was
 core to many of the conversations. Out of the nearly 60 themes (nodes), 33% of the responses were about parent education, parenting skills, and parent support as the key to improving outcomes for young children. Across professional sectors throughout mainstream society, the trend is similar and research 
around family
 engagement is supporting the movement.
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Honoring Our Children Initiative
)
 (
Honoring Our Children Initiative
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Raised Awareness
Tribal communities will have an opportunity to build awareness, knowledge, and skills 
around 
early
 
childhood development as well as the “how’s & why’s” of improving early childhood systems
Enhanced Skills
Tribal comm
unities have an opportunity to build communication skills across sectors through system & family focused
 educational enrichment activities 
through webinars, virtual learning, GONA training, 
convenings
, 
and learning communities
Improved Consensus/
T
eamwork
Tribal community leade
rs, staff, and families will have an opportunity to build on strategies and resources across tribal communities that show positive outcomes in 
early
 childhoo
d/family engagement practices
 support
ing families
 through shared enrichment 
activities 
and TA support
Fostered Coalitions/
N
etworks
Tribal community l
eaders, staff, and families have an opportunity to 
network 
across professional sectors and Tribal communities t
o 
collaborate on a variety of early childhood issues to increase access and improve outcomes for 
children 0-8 and their families
Formulated Policy/Implementing Strategy
Tribal communities in Michigan 
have an opportunity to 
improve the quality of their 
early childhood 
programs/services through 
increased 2-way communication that aligns programs/services, increases family access, 
sha
res decision making and informs
 policy
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Goal
: Improve the infrastructure of tribal early childhood systems that engage the community and support high quality care and education
1. Objective:
 improve the quality of their programs/services related to early childhood and families through shared decision making and informed policy
2. Objective:
 
develop meaningful tribal/non-tribal cross-system partnerships and increase two way communications to improve family program/service alignment, leverage resources, and increase access and support for families of young children
Goal
: Increase capacity for families through connections, communication, learning, and leadership to support early childhood success
1. Objective:
 
build awareness and skills through family driven educational enrichment activities and opportunities to increase knowledge 
of parents/families, local staff/ partners, and leaders in early childhood development, health and education
2. Objective:
 
Tribal community leaders, staff, and families will network Statewide to share knowledge about effective early childhood/family engagement practices in support of family and child outcomes
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Moving forward over the next three years….
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