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**Please Note: This document will be updated as we receive additional questions**
If our tribal agency is already accredited through a different national program, what is the benefit of becoming accredited through PHAB?
This is a common question in the field of public health. Several agencies have commented on the expected benefits of public health accreditation. Please see the following resources for more information:
· NIHB “Exploring Tribal Public Health Accreditation” 
· PHAB and NIHB “What Public Health Accreditation means for Tribal Health Departments” 
· PHAB “What are the Benefits?” 
· NACCHO “Statement of Policy” 
· CDC “National Voluntary Accreditation for Public Health Departments” 

For this study, the tribal community does not need to be working toward accreditation. Our “ideal” tribal site is one that will fully allow the research questions to be explored and answered. Presumably, there might be more perceived benefits to participating in this study for a tribal agency that is interested in exploring its capacity to deliver the 10 essential public health services, may seek accreditation in the future, or is currently preparing for accreditation.

What is the time commitment for the tribal partner in this study?
We do not have an estimated number of hours or FTE. When we applied for the grant, we did not know who our tribal partner would be, so we tried to make sure that the effort would be fully supported by our study team at MPHI and ITCM. We recognize that the funding available is not adequate to support a full-time study coordinator within the tribal agency and we do not expect that the tribe will support this type of position. The time commitment from the tribe will depend on the degree to which the tribal agency prefers to be engaged in the data collection process. There is a list of activities/responsibilities of the tribal agency within the Call for Community Research Partner document. We expect the project coordinator within the tribal agency will spend time mainly on activities such as recruitment of community members and partners for focus groups or interviews, coordinating meeting logistics/space, and assisting with the process of tribal leadership approval and/or tribal IRB approval. The research team uses a capacity-building approach and would welcome the opportunity to train tribal agency staff and community members in data collection activities. However, the degree to which agency staff and community members have a hands-on role in data collection will be completely the decision of the tribal agency. The MPHI study team is committed to ensuring that we provide the level of support and effort needed to ensure success and avoid placing a burden on the tribal agency. We will be mindful that the effort requested must be realistic and we will make every effort not to burden the study site.
Does it matter if we do not have health codes or ordinances in place? Ex: public health code, etc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]No, it does not matter for the purposes of the research study. We want to see and understand the tribal public health system as it is. We are interested in exploring any type of model of delivering public health services. While some questions in the capacity-assessment questionnaire ask about public health policies, an applicant’s answers to these questions will not be a deciding factor for selecting the community partner. The range of questions in the capacity assessment were included to provide the study team and tribal advisory group with a sense of whether the tribal community has programs, policies, and services that are aligned with public health functions, or if the focus is clinical care. There will not be preference given to a tribal agency because of particular policies being in place.
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