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OFFICE ON SMOKING AND HEALTH AND DIVISION OF CANCER PREVENTION AND CONTROL AWARDS A TRIBAL HEALTH INITIATIVES GRANT FOR POPULATIONS EXPERIENCING TOBACCO RELATED AND CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES TO THE INTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN

Local Tribal Organization Recognized with Support from National Offices
Sault Ste. Marie, MI/October 23, 2013 - The Office on Smoking and Health and Division of Cancer Prevention and Control has awarded a $625,536.00 five-year Tribal Health Initiatives grant to the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan.  The purpose of the grant is to provide training and technical assistance for tribal populations experiencing tobacco related and cancer health disparities via the National Native Network and its partners – Cherokee Nation, Lumbee Tribe, Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium, California Rural Indian Health Board, Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board. It is the second 5-year funding grant that the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan has received to support its work on this important health issue affecting Indian Country. 
The Office on Smoking and Health and Division of Cancer Prevention and Control has worked collaboratively with the National Native Network across the Indian country to develop culturally specific cancer education training and technical assistance services.  The training and technical assistance addresses various types of methods and best practices to educate, increase awareness and provide cultural traditional teachings for the sacred use of tobacco, which in its pure form is recognized by many tribal nations as a sacred element.
The participating National Network Partners will develop and implement training and technical assistance that focuses on tobacco related and cancer health disparities within their respective tribal communities in an effort to increase awareness of the dangers of tobacco use and second-hand smoke, early detection and long term survival rates.  “We appreciate the continued support and collaboration with the Office on Smoking and Health and the Division of Cancer Prevention and Control to further our education and outreach efforts within local tribal communities,” states Derek J. Bailey, Government Relations and Tribal Policy Consultant, at the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan.
For more Information 
For more information on the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan’s Cancer Education Programs, please call Noel Pingatore at (906) 632-6896.  For more information about Keep It Sacred, please visit www.keepitsacred.org
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