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Parenting Interactions with Children

Checklist of Observations Linked to Outcomes

INSTRUCTIONS: Look closely to see behaviors in a quiet parent.
Frequency is more important than complexity, but complexity often

includes several examples.

waits for child’s
response after making
a suggestion

supports child in
making choices

verbally encourages
child’s efforts

SCORING: 0
1
2

“Absent”—no behavior observed
“Barely”—brief, minor, or emerging behavior
“Clearly”—definite, strong, or frequent behavior

Parent pauses after saying something the child could
do and waits for child to answer or do something,
whether child actually responds or not.

Parent allows child to choose activity or toy and gets

involved with activity or toy child chooses.

Parent shows verbal enthusiasm, offers positive com-
ments, or makes suggestions about child’s activity.

7 shows enthusiasm Parent makes positive statements, claps hands, or
about what child is shows other clear positive response to what child is
doing doing, including quiet enthusiasm such as patting 0 1 2
: child, nodding, smiling, or asking child questions
about activities.
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