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PARTNERSHIP 

● Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. 
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○ Sarah Keller, MPH

■ Health Education Specialist

● Roswell Park 
○ Dr. Michelle Huyser, Roswell Park 



American Indian Cancer Foundation (AICAF)

American Indian Cancer Foundation 
(AICAF) is a national non-profit 
organization established to address 
tremendous cancer inequities faced 
by American Indian and Alaska 
Natives.

Mission:
Eliminate cancer burdens on 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
people through education and 
improved access to prevention, early 
detection, treatment and survivor 
support.



Objectives

● Provide an overview of breast cancer rates in 
Indian Country

● Highlight survivorship & patient advocacy
● Discuss nutrition & food access 
● Present Indigenous resources for communities
● Highlight the importance of breast cancer 

screenings





Indigenous Pink Campaign

Get involved! 

▪ Honor. Use inclusive language when sharing that anyone can get breast cancer. 
▪ Learn. Discover resources on breast cancer in Indigenous communities on AICAF’s website. 
▪ Share. Talk to your friends and family about breast cancer. Encourage them to get screened 

and to adopt healthy habits. 
▪ Get screened. Talk to your health care provider for advice and information on breast cancer 

screening. Take AICAF’s Indigenous Pink Screening Pledge and commit to getting screened. 
▪ Engage. Indigenous Pink Day is on Thursday, October 15. Wear pink to raise breast cancer 

awareness and honor survivors in your life. Share a picture of yourself wearing pink on 
AICAF’s social media using the hashtag #IndigenousPink. Use AICAF’s Indigenous Pink Calendar 
to engage in breast health activities all month long.









Breast Cancer in Indian Country

● Diagnosed at younger ages
● Diagnose in later stages 
● 7% higher breast cancer rate compared to non-Hispanic white women
● 10% higher breast cancer death rate compared to non-Hispanic white 

women
● From 1990-2009, breast cancer mortality for Native women stayed relatively 

the same
● Lowest survival rate 5 years after diagnosis at 63%

a. One research study showed long term patients reported fewer symptoms 

● There is currently no breast cancer data for Indigenous people of other 
sexes and genders



Panelist Q & A 

● Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. 
○ Beth Sieloff, MPH, RYT-200

■  Program Manager, Cancer Prevention & Control Programs
○ Sarah Keller, MPH

■ Health Education Specialist

● Roswell Park 
○ Dr. Michelle Huyser, Roswell Park 



Importance of Breast Cancer Screening, 
During COVID-19 & Always

Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live at least 10 more years

Tell a doctor or nurse about any changes in your breasts right away. Breast self-exam is an option for finding breast changes.



AICAF Resources

● Breast Cancer Resources 
● Screen Our Circle: AICAF’s National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection 

Program (NBCCEDP) funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 
○ Provides support to urban clinics and helps remove screening barriers by 

raising awareness of cancer burdens and solutions, promoting health systems 
changes, and performing community education and outreach activities 

○ Contact screenourcircle@aicaf.org to get involved



Questions?

Contact AICAF
health@aicaf.org

612.314.4848

Miigwech/Pidamaya!
www.AmericanIndianCancer.org


